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Value-less, Meaning-less is a project developed by Teresa Carneiro in collaboration 
with Nuno Neves, Luís Gomes, Inês Marques, Luís Almeida and students from 
FBAUL, Ar.Co, IADE and the Faculty of Architecture, from the 8th of October to the 
2nd of November 2008, at Fábrica Braço de Prata. 
 
Value-less, Meaning-less involves an exhibition of works by the artist, and an open 
residency taking place between the 8th and the 15th of October. During this period, the 
public will be able to access the space and follow the collective production of a drawing 
(Wed. – Sun., 18 – 23h), and participate in daily conversations with the participant 
artists about the working process (20 – 20.40h). Accompanying this project, there will 
also be a conversation with the artist on the 19th of October, 19 – 20h, and an open 
invitation to the public to participate in a collective drawing on the 12th and 19th of 
October, 16 – 19h. 
 
By fragmenting an image of a ‘small’ and ‘insignificant’ thing, and then enlarging one 
by one its multiple details, Teresa Carneiro uses a drawing process that slows down and 
deconstructs structures that configure particular things as ‘value-less’ or ‘meaning-less’. 
This process begins therefore with a fragmentation of the image which then gives access 
to the ‘opening of the form’, an expression by Jean-Luc Nancy. For some years, Teresa 
Carneiro has been producing large scale drawings of a button, a crochet needle, or a 
drawing pin, where scale acts as a demystifying device allowing to question and to give 
evidence to the constitution of particular systems of values. What kind of limits might 
become flexible and blurred, what kind of values might be newly discovered and 
intensified, what kind of adjustment of visibilities might be operated by de-multiplying, 
for example, the details of a drawing pin into a 3 meters drawing? The almost 
exaggerated attention and concentration placed on the multiple details of an everyday 
small thing, forces to a certain delay which resists more immediate perceptions. The 
opening to this new sensible space corresponds therefore to a new temporal order which 
suspends the imposition of archetypal significations. According to John Berger, in order 
to penetrate, or ‘to create such immense space (...) one has to know oneself to be very 
small’. The scale translates therefore a sensible mode of positioning oneself into the 
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world which is simultaneously physical and conceptual. The drawing, on its turn, opens 
to an adjustment of judgements that allows to discover and to gain consciousness of 
new values which belong to an internal nature. In this way, the drawing does not serve 
primarily to ‘form’, but to express this opening – this establishes the economies of 
drawing which, on the other hand, result on its ‘smallness’ or ‘value-less’ constitution 
as an ‘artistic object’. 
 
During this residency a group of artists will participate in the production of one of these 
large scale drawings made from an image of a small and insignificant thing. Firstly, the 
image will be fragmented, and then distributed by the various participants who will be 
responsible for the singular activity of drawing each detail. This project aims therefore 
to take the resistance to form to an extreme, by opening to and immense sensible space 
enlarged by the operations of various agents. 
 
Value-less, Meaning-less will be the first of a series of projects related to the subject of 
drawing promoted by Drawing Spaces. Its opening will take place on the 16th October, 
20.30h, after the inaugural session for this series of events. This session will count with 
the interventions of Professor Vítor Silva (1st Drawing Lesson), Nuno Nabais (Director 
of Fábrica Braço de Prata) and Catarina Nabais, Marco Pina, Joana Mesquita and Flávia 
Neves (who will present the research project ‘The image in Science and Art’ promoted 
by the Centre of Philosophy of Sciences from the University of Lisbon, 
http://ica.fc.ul.pt). 
 
Drawing Spaces seeks to create a project room at Fábrica Braço de Prata, in Lisbon, 
promoting investigative practices around the subject of drawing. This project will be 
based on an annual program of events, between October 2008 and September 2009, and 
will support an interchange between artists and researchers from Portugal and artists and 
researchers from the UK. Drawing Spaces will involve 12 artistic residencies and 
exhibitions which will serve as platform to engender cross disciplinary debates relating 
to the subject of drawing. Drawing Spaces results from a collaboration between Teresa 
Carneiro and Luís Filipe Gomes. 
 
If you wish, you can access more information about residency projects, artists and 
speakers at http://drawingspaces.weebly.com/ 
 
 
Program 
 
Open residency: 8 – 15 October 2008 
Exhibition: 8 October – 2 November 2008 
Opening: 16 October 2008, 20.30h 
Activities opened to the public: 12 and 19 October 2008, 16 – 19h 
 
 
8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 15 October, Open Residency, Drawing Spaces 

http://drawingspaces.weebly.com/
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18 – 23h: Open visits to the residency (the public will be able to access the space and 
follow the artists producing a collective drawing) 
20 - 20.40h: informal discussions with the artists 
 
 
16 October, 20.30 – 22.30h, Conference, Visconti Room, Fábrica Braço de Prata 
20.30h – Teresa Carneiro + Luís Filipe Gomes: Drawing Spaces 
20.50h – Nuno Nabais 
21.10h – Vítor Silva: Drawing Lesson I 
21.50h – Catarina Nabais, Marco Pina, Joana Mesquita and Flávia Neves: The Image in 
Science and Art. Presentation of a project (Centre for the Philosophy of Sciences, 
University of Lisbon) 
22.10h – Discussion 
22.30h – Opening: Value-less, Meaning-less, Drawing Spaces 
 
 
19 Outubro, 19 – 20h, Sunday Conversations, Fábrica Braço de Prata 
Open conversation about the residency project Value-less, Meaning-less 
 
 
12 and 19 October, Drawing on Sundays, Fábrica Braço de Prata 
16 – 19h: Invitation opened to the public to participate in a collective drawing (more 
details on the website http://drawingspaces.weebly.com/ in ‘Activities’) 
 
 
Opening times 
Wednesday – Sunday, 18 – 23h 
Drawing Spaces, Fábrica Braço de Prata 
 

http://drawingspaces.weebly.com/

